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HIMACS gives Cologne Design Office a
contemporary finish with a natural look P13






new home
for shoosmiths

Law firm Shoosmiths has opened the doors fo its
new home in the fieart of Birmingham s business
district ar 103 Cofmore Row, 20 vears after the
firm first established a presence in the iy,

Mayor of the vWest 8idlnds, Andy Streed, and more than 140 stakeholders
attersdied Shoowumithe” opening in the citys highest office space, 1o celebwate
Ehi firmd reiy o, which has eedmadgined ald wanys of worki fg fnd eniuos
BOCos 4k 1y anad irs ludsdiy ane AL s heeart

Ciffice Priceciples Mosth worked weith Shocsmihs” office heads Alex Bishop
and Beth MeArdie to transfoam the 329006t of BREEAM Excellent’ Grade &
spadE into the ideal, Fdrid Ssearkplace desnation” o mede than 350
Shaodrmiths colleagues arsd cliemis acnass it Vith, 120h and 201k Tl

SLoryTeling, purpose and mMeaning ang al thi eaet of the Sagn (oot
The: spa0e pays homage to the region’s iich hatoey and ingomporabes detalls
that repeeserit B TENGNATTS postion as a oty of a thousand Erades, hiasireg
miane miles of canal than Venlce, the most par in Europe, and being &
bl cenbne For jevweBery manufsture

Thise Meaos. defie (ot (i 10 GfeF B FanGe Ol wirkipado Optichs A0l
Thee Rearead [180h Floge) = a pone for concentrabed vark: The Co-Lak
i1k Fleon) a collaborathve, social space; and The Viewe | 20th Flogd)

a cutting-edge client suite with unparaleled whews of the city.

Crffice Principhes Morth’s hosptality-hed detign offers flexible client hosting
aresd ansd event apsces inchoding The Lourge, The Gallery, “Spaghett
FumgEion” amd The Rasgirsg Bull Bar,

Thate 10tk arsd 1 2th leads aee alsa seambessly connected by a grand
stabicaee and the ending 3pace i5 thed together with the symboldic Shogsmitig
ribbon scudpbure, which nuns throwgh tothe 20th floor, A8 the heart of the
dhesign concept is agility, coflaboration and a drive to innavate - offering a
chedde of veovk detEings 10 ind plee Erealivity, coanectiond and toget himeid,

Sunpartirdy Shaodmithe Sk Eon 1o b carlson fid Dede by 2005
seitaimanility is a key foatune of the design, Flasting Teatunes prominemly
acrcas the wpace, with sunaet and sunsrise gardens on the uppermost floors
that Lake inspiration from the Botanicsl Garders and offér panarasnic views
of Birmingham’s shyling

Thee Py WK S Pl @ inCorparatbies & P03y of innowaliag eakunes, many o
wihich support the diversity, inclusion and wellbeing of the Shoosmiths
people ard ane detbgneed 10 e wishbe and rone-vis b o uh:hl:.rfrmndl-.'.
The=se include & wellbeing room, a multi-fagh contemplation pod and
washing facii®ies, & platform Bt beteeen flocr to provide disabled acoess,
Erailbe diginage for tdde with Bnpaked visicn, df and (and dedks, dretiing
e & and & rdnd el Coleur pasene
Drpsign ovdrview
This Is an extraoedinanly hght, open and creabive workspace that tells a stary,
rent cnly about Shoodmiths, but it people, chents and the city of
Birmingham

I8 il vids & Risudious, Rospatalinp-slyle e padience 15 Blonded and
g, and reliues Do Corlorm Lo fradithonal domancations Deveeen alfice
and breakoud space = Shootmiths emplayess ane empowensd ta chaoss
hezvy and wibebr e 10 wioirk and socialise.



shoosmiths, birmingham

Even the shape of its meeting rooms - none of which ane square -
are feee from corvention. The office i based on three fooes. All
thres fioors are dedgrated for different uses

Liwed 20 — soxcialimesting suile, housing inbemal ganden spades
irgrined by Chistson Florses Shive! windirg

Lewved 12 = colaborative, hackable space designed to being
peeaphe togethern, festuring messting facilities and a socisl ares
peirsithnid] wilthin 1R centrsld Moor plabe for intenar views.

Lesed 11 - opeen plar working with svery warksiatian height
adjustabhy, 3 quie liRrary Space, drep-im Wworks pades and Dospoke
roemisLe. weliness pod, prayer rocm)

Toensure connectivity between the 11th and 13th floars, Office
Principdes Morth created a huge stavcate of oak, glias and stainless
sbeed withindeq lighting snd illurni nated brarding, and instaled a
ey PaiLEngir [,

It has enabded the creation of a luid, cpen plan and collabontive
larpaut reflective of Bimingham's workd famous waterways but i1
alsp works incredibly hard with many ascas having moee than one
funiction .. townhall dowbles as an event/iraining space and a
daytime cofles bar is used for hodting evening entenainment.

Msptineg resum s, call pots snd relrethmend Taclities have Bean
g neidd 10 promobe inhasnily Dy catenng T Pl with
physical disabsigios, with guiet Snug’ aneas offering space for
foruwed work = all Seatur ng the Latest acoustlc properties.
Embracing newrodiversity
Thiz project stards out duss b itd focus on emplayes wellbsng,
Wil & cheig e Pt dmib AR S iy radiwe raly,

‘What & especally siriking i the way that ihe space ilimailates
the senses, with touch, smell, sight, taste and sound a1l carefully
catened foo A naturad, sophisticsted colour palette B
corpplemented by Ladtile combfarts, pluth vehaets, pakihed
platter, warm Rinbars and oo lighing, Thaen is 3 combination
of bspoke, handorafted furmituene 1o alow peopli 1o 58 or stard 10
suil their neseds.

Finishws aop designed o book thedr best at all fimes Le. coffes bars
hdvee L e cridp, 3o turface which it eadily cleanablafdoesin
makik, Cofles Bar focding has LT for @ade of imalnleasnoilang-
life, Oifice Principhes Modth alse uted Autex acoudiic panelitilis
weith S in partnors’ suites and Geooe in all meeting roorms,
open bootha and couple pods.

Extensive planting has created a soft ambilence, with air purifying
plant: praviding naturs sereening. and adorning sunsetfsungise
e o [he Buibdeng's udpedmed] o, CeliE indpirddion from
lammer Chaldies Flovwer Shomw winners,

Thiz effect it a spage for a1l whees equality ard devarsity is
celebiratod

Sustainability festures

Suskainabality B a key Teatune af the workspace, suppaning
Eheasmilhs’ ambticn 1o be carbon net zero (soopes 1and 2} by
2025, Progect highlighis inclusde:

« ¥5% of project waste diverted from Landfill

» Wigae than 75% of conbractors based within a three mille radius
of th site

+ Re-piamantenance of existing lightng contned snd emergendy
g hding wydlem

a Retairsed high perceniage of existing ceiling tiles

« Baterials recycled and stored for futune wse

= U af BEREEAM-approwed products (Le. cradie-to-cradie fabrics
and fooring]

+ LED bighting

4 AN prousics enaibe of PET sy ched Bodtles

A% 103 Cofrmone How is @ ninw Busld, the landiond had anly
moently complefed a CAT A fit oud of the bullding, Office Principles
Horth adapbed s deskgn to ensune that as many existing ceiling
likes could be refained as poddible - S0 wene retained an the 20th
Whocsr, 0P oy thae 1 20h aned SO0 o thae 11k

An agreement was secuned with the bullding management firm
on site which has seen more than 2,000 celling tiles stored ona
wiand flooe. Thy will be affered to futune tenants fior fit out and
wied for damage repladement ebewhens in the building.

I insnances whisrs aey CAT A lighting was ieencresd, it wat
mpdaced with Ingra lighting, AR ol fs prochu ks ae madn with a
focus on sustainabikny

The office features Forbo flooring systems:; Forbo was the first
flooting manuscturer bo publish & complete Life Cyche Ascessment
JLCA] reproat wedifiod by CWL in 2000, Phakatate fnesg, 1he (hosen
Mo 134 aie Pade with recyched raw materdal, and peoduced by
U P green ensgy i effcient manulaturing environments that
<an boast 100% recycling capabadity

Exiatineg furndbure was reused wheneser possible and Office
Principles Morth partnered with & furniture supglier who Blanked
wrapped 8 nevy furrdtone so thase wad Ao watbe on Lite from
Dz, o [ A5REL

Maintaining exsting MEE systems posed a condaderaile
chalenge as it necessitabed that Office Principhes Morth foemed an
waclusive refationship with the incumbent suppler, The approach
delivered the considerabie environmental benefit of uwing what
wad already in place within a highly wustainable Building, rather




